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While America is seemingly sleeping or otherwise focused on its own internal problems and an upcoming
election, an empire is being constructed in Europe. The methods being implemented are not the same as
empires we have witnessed from the past. Empire-building, as I read one definition, is the inclination of
countries to acquire resources, land and economic influence beyond their own borders in order to expand their
wealth, size and power. This is generally accomplished by a strong, charismatic leader leading huge armies and
forcing empire by means of the sword. Such empire-building is easy to spot and track. Europe, however, is
currently taking a different and rather unique approach to building what could easily prove to be one of the
greatest empires of all time.

Europe is erecting their empire by means of consent rather than confrontation or use of the sword. They present
themselves as a structure for peace and security and a force for good in the world. Their desire is to be a model
for the rest of the world to emulate. They see themselves as global players, engaging the world and being a
leader in the spread of stability and democracy. They are quietly extending their borders in an posture of
mutual cooperation. However all that they are doing is not easily tracked.

Everything is obscured in a complexity of treaties, think tanks, institutions, corporations, political parties,
agencies and secret or innocent-looking agreements. In addition, everything is happening in reverse order from
what we witness in earlier empires Instead of a dynamic leader, slowly gaining power, founding a political
party, overcoming opposition, building the military, and then creating the empire by force, Europe is first
creating the political and economic infra- structure of empire and instituting the laws that could be used by a
dynamic leader coming along later.

Rather than attempting to bog you down with the complexities of each element of empire, which is their
inherent design, I am going to construct the remainder of this Notebook piece as a tool you can use to track this
final construction. I will present these elements in four sets:

1] the Treaties the evolved into empire.
2] the Governmental elements
3] the Enlargement elements
4] the Military elements

I will finish with What to Expect in and from Europe in the months and year just ahead.



Before you begin, watch this CNN news report with Lou Dobbs: click here

Key Players in Empire
Europeans see themselves as the world leaders of the 21st century. They feel they are to be the political,
economic and military model for the rest of the world. Let me introduce you to some of the key players in
empire and what they see for United Europe.

Mark Leonard
Mark Leonard is a British foreign policy thinker and the author of the book Why Europe Will Run the 21st
Century. He is currently the Executive Director of the European Council on Foreign Relations, a pan-European
think-tank which was launched in October 2007

"But the next wave of European transformation is only just beginning. The European Union
is starting to develop an enormous sphere of influence, extending way beyond its borders,
that could be called the “Eurosphere”. This belt of eighty countries covering the former
Soviet Union, the Western Balkans, the Middle East, North Africa, and Sub-Saharan Africa
accounts for 20 per cent of the world’s population."

Javier Solana
Dr. Javier Solana Madariaga is the High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP)
and the Secretary-General of both the Council of the European Union (EU) and the Western European Union
(WEU).

“We do not start in a vacuum. The European Union is already a global player on the
world stage. Europe is crucial in the formulation of the major trade policies, financial
trends and monetary decisions. It is high time for Europe to become a more active and
influential global power. We have to work for a stronger Europe better prepared to
prevent instabilities, with a robust sense of solidarity. A Europe determined to play all its
potential in the world.” ––1999

"Where did we start? As a peace project among adversaries. What is our greatest
accomplishment? The spread of stability and democracy across the continent. And what
is our task for the future? To make Europe a global power; a force for good in the world."
––2006

Jim Cloos
Jim Cloos is presently Director in charge of Transatlantic Relations, Latin America, United Nations, Human

Rights and Counter-Terrorism at the General Secretariat of the EU Council of Ministers and is a close
collaborator of the High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy, Javier Solana.

"The European Union has, over the years proved its worth as a structure for peace and
security...But that is not enough to tackle global problems in an interdependent world.
The EU must also become a serious actor on the global scene. And in order to do that, it
must go beyond its traditional role as a major trading and economic power." — 2006



José Manuel Barroso
José Manuel Durão Barroso is a Portuguese politician and the 11th President of the European Commission,

being the first Portuguese person to hold the post. He served as Prime Minister of Portugal from 6 April 2002
until 29 June 2004, when he resigned to become President-designate of the European Commission

"My message to you is that Europeans must focus on, and act in, the wider world. That
is the kind of Europe which I, as the President of the Commission, want. An open
Europe. A generous Europe, which spreads its drive and determination for change
beyond its borders. A Europe which engages with the world, rather than trying to avoid
it." — 2005

Robert Cooper
Robert Francis Cooper was a British diplomat until 2002 when he assumed the role of Director-General for
External and Politico-Military Affairs at the General Secretariat of the Council of the European Union. He is
responsible to Javier Solana, High Representative of the EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy, and has

assisted with the implementation of European strategic, security and defence policy.

"The postmodern, Europe answer to threats is to extend the system of co-operative
empire ever wider. “I have no way to defend my borders but to extend them”, said
Catherine the Great—and the European Union sometimes seems to be saying the
same. This is, in fact, an exact description of the most natural security policy for a
postmodern community of states. The wider the postmodern network can be extended,
the less risk there will be from neighbours and the more resources to defend the
community without having to become excessively militarized." — 2003

Valéry Giscard d’Estaing
Valéry Marie René Giscard d'Estaing is a French centre-right politician who was President of the French

Republic from 1974 until 1981.

"If we succeed, in twenty-five years or fifty years—the distance separating us from the
Treaty of Rome—Europe’s role in the world will have changed. It will be respected and
listened to, not only as the economic power it already is, but as a political power which will
talk on equal terms to the greatest powers on our planet, either existing or future, and will
have the means to act to affirm its values, ensure its security and play an active role in
international peace-keeping."— 2002

The pattern of all these statements is the same. The EU is characterizing itself as a peace-loving and growing
economic power who now sees an urgent need to take political and even international peace-keeping actions to
ensure world stability. Robert Cooper uses the term "co-operative empire." Once this empire is fully
established, could there be a major stimuli which will bring about military action or war by Europe? Especially
if there is another big war in the Middle East, which could threaten European oil supplies or a collapse of the
global economic system.



This major stimuli [a threat to empire] could effect the immediate need for a strong leader to quickly take
dictatorial powers and take swift action.

An Empire Founded in Treaties
The United Europe we see today is the result of a series of treaties going back fifty-seven years. The same
pattern we witness above is reflected here. What begins as humble economic cooperation has grown into a
massive political power.

Treaty of Paris
Signed 1951 - Expired
2002

Established the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), which subsequently
became part of the European Union.

Treaty of Rome
Signed 1957

Established the European Economic Community (EEC)

Treaty of Brussels
Signed 1965
Replaced by
Amsterdam Treaty in
1997

This treaty is regarded by some as the real beginning of the modern European Union.
The term European Communities or EC also came into use from this time onward.

Maastricht Treaty
Signed 1992

Led to the creation of the European Union and introduced the Euro.

Treaty of
Amsterdam
Signed 1997

Increased powers for the European Parliament and the beginnings of a common foreign
and security policy (CFSP) and the reform of the institutions in the run-up to
enlargement.

Treaty of Nice
Effective Feb 2003

Amended previous treaties to withstand the Enlargement of the European Union.

Treaty of Lisbon
Effective Jan 2009

Replaces the defunct EU constitution rejected by French and Dutch voters in 2005, will
take effect in January 2009, enabling the EU to face up to the challenges of the
globalization era more confidently.

Go here to see a timeline of the European Union treaties and structure.

Five years after the signing of the Treaty of Rome [1957], we were already forecasting what you are now seeing
in the subsequent five treaties.

The Three Pillars of the EU
This co-operative empire is evolving in a step-by-step process. This is demonstrated in the establishment of the
three pillars of government in the Maastricht Treaty. The three pillars divide all the policies of the union. The

first pillar contains the economic, social and environmental policies. The second concerns itself with the
security and military policies and the third is reserved for police and judicial matters. The reason for the

division has to do with supranational and intergovernmental principles. That is, the member states were willing
to turn over the economic, social and environmental policies to the central government [supranational] more
readily than those concerned with military and judicial elements. Most of these remained with the individual
member states [intergovernmental]. Time has passed however and with the Treaty of Lisbon, all these pillars

are absorbed into the central EU government. This will have a massive effect on what you will now see
regarding possible military build-up and law making.














