
Merit Nelson Dickinson
Merit Nelson Dickinson, born June 24, 1863, at Spencer, Ohio, departed this life in the Fairview Hospital, January 24, 1936, having attained the age of 72 years and 7 months.
Merit went with his parents to St. Louis, Michigan when six years old where his early boyhood days were spent.
He was united in marriage to Ida P. Nickols, September 18, 1882. She preceded him in death July 13, 1933.
In early life he was baptized into the Seventh-day Dunkard faith and began a constant study of the Bible. In 1899 with a company of relatives and friends he departed for Jerusalem, Palestine, where two years were spent in study of the Holy Land, returning to the United States in 1901, settling in Payne County, Oklahoma. He afterwards went to Woods County, Oklahoma, taking a homestead at that place where he resided until 1919 when he came to Major County, spending the remainder of his life.
After returning to the United States, several years were spent in the ministerial work, and he was always a willing worker for the Master.
He leaves to mourn his loss two brothers, Leroy D. Dickinson and William H. Dickinson, of Traverse, Michigan, two nephews, three nieces, and several cousins, besides a host of friends and neighbors.
He was always a loving companion and friendly neighbor and will be missed by his many friends.
His favorite hymn was “Watchman, tell me, does the morning of fair Zion's glory dawn?” for which his ardent study of the Scriptures caused him to look forward to with great hope.
He believed through Biblical and historical research that he was a literal Israelite of the ten (so-called) lost tribes of Israel and was of the tribe known as Ephraim, and therefore an heir of the promises made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, which promises meet their fulfillment in Christ as the Maker, Redeemer and King of Israel.
Words of comfort were spoken by Elder Ennis Watkins of the Seventh Day Church of God using many scriptures showing that he sleeps in death, and that his life is hid with Christ in God, and that when the Life-Giver shall return that this mortal shall put on immortality, and this corruptible shall put on incorruption, and then shall be brought to pass the saying, “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” He was then laid to rest in the Bethel cemetery to await the Master's call.

